
Regular Selectboard Meeting 1 

Tuesday, June 14 2022 2 

Meeting Minutes 3 

Members Present: Brian Carpenter, Lindsey Fuentes-George, Andy Hooper, Esther Charlestin, 4 
Farhad Khan, Dan Brown and Heather Seeley.  5 
 6 

Staff Present: There was no staff present for this meeting. 7 
 8 
Also Present: Interested parties  9 

 10 

1. Call to Order 11 
 12 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chair Brian Carpenter 13 
 14 

2.  Approval of Agenda 15 
 16 
Khan moved to approve the agenda and Seeley seconded the motion.  17 

 18 
Carpenter said there were three additions to the agenda: 19 

• Item 5: Approval of the Town’s agenda to the merger between the Addison Partnership 20 

and Smith Partnership. 21 

• Item 7:  A new application for appointment to the DRB from Andrew Klein 22 

• Item 9: Approval of the Utility Relocation Agreement for VTrans culvert replacement 23 

project on Rt, 116 24 
 25 
The motion carried with 7 in favor and the agenda was approved as amended.  MOTION 26 

PASSED. 27 
 28 

3. Approval of Consent Agenda 29 
 30 

Fuentes-George moved to approve the consent agenda, and Hooper seconded the motion. 31 

 32 
3.a. Approval of Minutes of the May 24, 2022 Regular Selectboard Meeting 33 
 34 

3.b. Acceptance of Selectboard Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 35 

 36 
3.c. Re-Appointment of Fire Chief & Police Chief to Regional Emergency Management 37 
Committee 38 
 39 
At the December 28, 2021 Selectboard Meeting, Andrew L’Roe, Addison County Regional 40 

Planning Commission Emergency Management Planner invited the Selectboard to appoint two 41 
Middlebury delegates to the newly-formed Regional Emergency Management Committee 42 
(REMC) for an initial assignment of six months, after which they would need to be appointed 43 
for the remainder of the year. The Selectboard appointed Police Chief Tom Hanley and Fire 44 

http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03c%20-%20Request%20for%20Middlebury%20Representatives%20to%20Regional%20Emergency%20Management%20Committee.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03c%20-%20Request%20for%20Middlebury%20Representatives%20to%20Regional%20Emergency%20Management%20Committee.pdf
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Chief David Shaw at that time, and if the Board is amenable, Hanley and Shaw have 45 
expressed interest in continuing to serve as Middlebury’s representatives to the REMC.   46 

 47 
3.d. Agenda Placeholder 48 
 49 
3.e. Agenda Placeholder 50 
 51 

3.f. Town Manager’s Report 52 
 53 

• Update on Flood Resiliency Project  54 
Included in your packet is an update from SLR regarding the East Middlebury Flood Resiliency 55 
Project, dated May 25, 2022.  As outlined in the May 25th construction report, there was a site 56 

tour of the 4 project sites with FEMA, Vermont Emergency Management and the Town of 57 
Middlebury.   58 
 59 

• Update on Bird Scooters 60 
Carpenter said Caitlin Goodspeed, Bird Senior Account Manager, said in an email to Chief 61 
Tom Hanley dated May 27, 2022, that Deric Ducharme will be the Fleet Manager for 62 

Middlebury and they anticipate getting started in Middlebury early next week.  Brown said 63 
Chief Hanley had sent an update to the Public Health and Safety Committee after that email 64 

saying that deal had fallen through.  Carpenter said this information may need to be updated 65 
so should be excluded from the approval of the Consent Agenda. 66 
 67 

• 03f – TM Report – May 25, 2022 Middlebury Airport Communications Task Group Meeting 68 

Notes 69 
 70 

• 03f – TM Report – Route 125 Cornwall-Middlebury Local Concerns Meeting Flyer 71 
 72 

• 03f - TM Report - Amtrak Informational Meeting - Jun 17, 2022 73 

 74 

• Current Correspondence 75 

 03f - Current Correspondence Received May 19 - June 8 76 
 77 
The motion to approve the consent agenda with the exception of the Bird Scooter information 78 
was approved with 7 in favor, MOTION PASSED. 79 

 80 

4.  Citizen Comments 81 

 82 
John and Madeline Tenny of 5 North Street joined the Board.  Tenny said he had sent the 83 
Board a letter along with a copy of the letter he had sent to the College, regarding the problem 84 
with student behavior at 53 North Pleasant Street, where there is believed to be 7 students 85 
from Middlebury College residing.  He said the property is under new ownership and as the 86 

weather warmed up there has been a series of parties with well over 100 students attending.  87 
He said students walk and drive across other people’s property, they urinate openly, the music 88 
is very loud, there are high levels of alcohol use and the barn has been developed into a party 89 

http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03f%20-%20TM%20Report%20-%20Flood%20Resiliency%20Construction%20Report%205.25.22.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03f%20-%20TM%20Report%20-%20May%2025,%202022%20Middlebury%20Airport%20Communications%20Task%20Group%20Meeting%20Notes.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03f%20-%20TM%20Report%20-%20May%2025,%202022%20Middlebury%20Airport%20Communications%20Task%20Group%20Meeting%20Notes.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03f%20-%20TM%20Report%20-%20Route%20125%20Cornwall-Middlebury%20Local%20Concerns%20Meeting%20Flyer.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03f%20-%20TM%20Report%20-%20Amtrak%20Informational%20Meeting%20-%20Jun%2017,%202022.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/03f%20-%20TM%20Report%20-%20Current%20Correspondence%20Received%20May%2019%20-%20June%208.pdf
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barn, with no provision for parking or crowd control.  He said he has spoken to the property 90 
owner, who said he is pleased with the improvements he has made to his property but has not 91 

expressed any concern for the improvements in the well-being of the properties and residents 92 
around.  Tenny said he has met with Middlebury College Dean of Students to try to establish a 93 
working relationship toward improving the situation and has received some apologies from the 94 
College, but has seen no solid efforts to rectify anything yet, so he feels there needs to be 95 
pressure put on the College to address this problem.  He said he realized Carpenter had 96 

spoken with Sue Ritter at the College, but he felt the Town needed to do more. 97 
 98 
Tenny said there are zoning regulations on rooming houses, but it is rather vague, and the 99 
Noise Ordinance has a very liberal base and noise limits aren’t prescribed and there is no clear 100 
direction on what constitutes a problem. He felt there should be a permit of some type to show 101 

how these parties are going to managed.  He said they hoped to enlist the Selectboard and 102 
townspeople to press the College to be better citizens and to toughen up the standards to offer 103 

more protection for neighborhoods.  He said this is a threat to the value of their properties and 104 
their ability to enjoy their property. 105 

 106 
Carpenter said he felt they needed to talk to the College and to take another look with Chief 107 

Hanley on what’s appropriate to address this.  He said he isn’t sure requiring a permit for a 108 
party on private property was necessary.  He said there have always been students around, 109 
but there hasn’t been a problem of this magnitude in years, but at this time it seems to be only 110 

one property owner.  Hooper said there is a $1,000 fine per incident provision in the Noise 111 
Ordinance, so that might be a way to make the owner see it would be worth his while to correct 112 

this. 113 

 114 

Jonathan Miller lives at 15 Seminary Street, which is close to 53 North Pleasant Street, and he 115 
said that while he wasn’t as bothered by these parties, he did notice that on weeknights the 116 

parties seemed to wind down at midnight, but on the weekends it went on until after 1:00 a.m. 117 
 118 
Carpenter told Tenny that they would continue to communicate and work with the College, and 119 

asked the Tenny’s to keep track of when these disruptions occur and to contact the police with 120 
problems so there is a log of the call. 121 

 122 
5. Approval of the Town’s consent to the merger between the Addison Partnership and 123 

the Smith Partnership with the Addison Partnership being the surviving partnership 124 
 125 

Carpenter said this is a request to consent to the proposed merger between Addison 126 

Partnership and the Smith Partnership that will merge them into one partnership, Addison 127 

Partnership.  He said the Addison Partnership will continue to be bound by all terms and 128 
conditions of the original Loan Agreement and all related loan documents. 129 
 130 
Khan moved move to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the Consent to 131 
Merger between Addison Housing Limited Partnership and Smith Housing Limited Partnership 132 

on behalf of the Town.  Hooper seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. 133 
MOTION PASSED. 134 
 135 
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6. Karen Duguay, Better Middlebury Partnership (BMP), with an update on various 136 
activities of the BMP, including the Kick Start Program 137 

 138 
Karen Duguay said she’s assuming the Board had seen the press release that had gone out 139 
regarding the winners of the 2nd round of the Kick Start Program.  Carpenter said he was 140 
excited to see more businesses downtown and Duguay said she was too, since these 141 
businesses will be filling spaces that have been empty for a very long time. 142 

 143 
She said the Summer Market that was established with a grant from Table 21 has had 5 144 
markets so far.  She said the vendors are growing every week and they are seeing people 145 
coming downtown for something to do. She said they’re working with vendors on potential 146 
spaces and discounts, but it feels like they’re just hitting their stride.  She said they can easily 147 

fit 50 vendor tents in Triangle Park by wrapping them around by the gazebo, so it has the 148 
potential to be one of the largest markets in the area and they are talking to the Farmers’ 149 

Market about moving downtown and eventually take over this market.   150 
 151 

She said they are hoping to do a Block Party on August 4th and are hoping to close Main Street 152 
just by the Post Office, and in October they’re teaming up with the Chamber of Commerce to 153 

do an antique car show on October 16th and they are hoping to close Main Street for that. 154 
 155 

7. Nominations for appointment to the Development Review Board 156 

 157 
Carpenter said in accordance with 24 VSA §127-308, the Town recently advertised for 158 

candidates interested in completing Anne Taylor’s term on the Development Review Board, 159 

which expires in April 2023, and there were no new applications submitted.  He said staff also 160 

reached out to Jonathan Miller, Vegar Boe and Phyllis Stinson, who had applied earlier in the 161 
spring  for appointment to the DRB, and all have expressed a continued interest in serving, 162 

and since then Andrew Klein has also submitted an application.  He said nominations will be 163 
made at the meeting this evening and appointments at the next Board meeting in two weeks, 164 
and he would encourage all the candidates to be available at the June 28th meeting. 165 

 166 
Applicant Jonathan Miller was present and provided the Board with his background as an 167 

architect and construction project manager, and as a member of several organizations. He 168 
said his father was a developer and planner. 169 
 170 
Khan moved to enter Jonathan Miller, Vegar Boe, Phyllis Stinson and Andrew Klein into 171 

nomination for appointment to the vacant seat on the DRB expiring in April 2023.  Fuentes-172 

George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 173 

 174 
Resident and former Town Planner Fred Dunnington said how pleased he was there were so 175 
many qualified applicants, because in his experience with boards in the past, in his opinion it 176 
isn’t so much about whether someone was an architect or developer as much as it is about a 177 
person having wisdom and the ability to listen, and if they don’t know something then they 178 

need to ask for more information to help them understand. 179 
 180 
 181 

http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/09%20-%20DRB%20Vacancy%20Ad%205-19-22.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/09%20-%20DRB%20Vacancy%20Ad%205-19-22.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/07%20-%20DRB%20Applicants.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/07%20-%20DRB%20Applicants.pdf
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8. Warn Zoning Bylaw Amendments for Public Hearing 182 
 183 

Carpenter said in accordance with 24 VSA § 4441(g), Planning and Zoning Director Jennifer 184 
Murray has officially submitted, for the Selectboard’s consideration, the proposed amendment 185 
to Middlebury’s zoning bylaws and the Planning Commission’s updated report summarizing the 186 
revisions.  He said this latest iteration reflects updates the Planning Commission has made 187 
since its May 26th public hearing on the matter.   188 

 189 
He also said that under Section 4442 of the same Chapter, the Selectboard now needs to warn 190 
the first of two required public hearings to take community testimony on the proposed 191 
amendment, and using the Bylaw Amendment Schedule and the Plan Bylaw Adoption Tools  192 
provided by Murray as guidance, scheduling the first hearing for the Board’s July 12th meeting 193 

would meet statutory requirements for both the 30-day waiting period following bylaw 194 
amendment submission and the minimum public notification period prior to the hearing. 195 

 196 
Carpenter said he had stated earlier he would write something to go in the Addison 197 

Independent, and he is working with Jim Gish on an article to draw attention to the updates 198 
and to make sure we get participation and to ask people to buy into why these changes are 199 

important, especially when it comes to beginning work on the lack of housing in town. 200 
 201 
Seeley moved to warn a public hearing for the Board’s regular meeting on Tuesday, July 12 to 202 

take testimony on the proposed bylaw amendment to Middlebury’s Zoning and Subdivision 203 
Regulations. Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION 204 

PASSED. 205 

 206 

9.  Approval of Utility Relocation Agreement for VTrans’ Culvert Replacement Project on 207 
Route 116 208 

 209 
Carpenter said VTrans has submitted for Board approval, a Utility Relocation Agreement for 210 
the State’s project to make improvements to Bridge #3 on Route 116 (also known as the Dow 211 

Pond culvert).  Since the Town water line passes through the State’s right-of-way within the 212 
construction area, this agreement is for the water main replacement within the construction 213 

area of the Down Pond culvert under Route 116.  He said the State’s contractor will replace 214 
the main and the Town will reimburse the State based on actual quantities.  Director of Public 215 
Works Planning Dan Werner said the estimated cost is $66,469.70 based on an estimate from 216 
Landmark Design, our consultant and designer of the initial project completed in 2020, and the 217 

Town will provide on-site inspection of the work at our cost.  He said funds have been held in 218 

reserve for this work. 219 

 220 
Khan moved to authorize Town Manager Kathleen Ramsay to sign the Utility Relocation 221 
Agreement with VTrans’ for the State’s project to make improvements to Bridge #3 on RT 116. 222 
Fuentes-George seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  MOTION PASSED. 223 
 224 

 225 
 226 
 227 

http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/09%20-%202022%20Zoning%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20Amendment%20-%20Transmittal%20Letter%20to%20Selectboard.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/09%20-%202022%20Zoning%20Regulation%20Bylaw%20Amendment%20-%20Transmittal%20Letter%20to%20Selectboard.pdf
http://cms5.revize.com/revize/middlebury/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/May%2026,%202022%20Planning%20Commission%20Hearing%20Meeting%20Minutes%20(Draft).pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/09%20-%20Bylaw%20Amendment%20Schedule.pdf
http://www.townofmiddlebury.org/document_center/Selectboard%20Meeting%20Packets/2022/18%20-%20June%2014%20SB%20Packet/09%20-%20Plan%20Bylaw%20Adoption%20Tools.pdf
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10. Approval of Check Warrants 228 
 229 

Seeley moved to approve total expenditures in the amount of $1,339,266.17, consisting of 230 
$1,190,173.23 for accounts payable, and $149,092.94 payroll, for the period May 25, 2022 231 
through June 14, 2022. Khan seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor.  232 
MOTION PASSED. 233 

11.  Board Member Concerns 234 

 235 
Brown said he read somewhere that the College was thinking of doing a utility project and 236 
wondered if Carpenter had spoken with them about this.  Carpenter said he hadn’t discussed 237 
this with them, but Ross Conrad had talked to them about wanting to begin talks on the hydro 238 
project again.  He said the Town had worked for years on the hydro project with very little 239 

progress, so he said more power to the College if they could get it going again.  Carpenter said 240 
he’d encouraged Conrad to talk with them about this since the Town has higher priorities to 241 

work on right now. 242 
 243 

Hooper said the Library Trustees had their annual retreat, followed by their regular meeting, 244 
and he feels they’ve come up with a very good mission statement.  He feels it encapsulates 245 

what the Library wants to be and how it likes to think of the town and it’s role within the town.  246 
He said this mission statement is about to be posted on the Library website and they will be 247 
asking for feedback on it. 248 

 249 
Khan asked Carpenter if he or Town manager Ramsay had reached out to Amtrak, since they 250 

are getting very ready to open, and Carpenter said he had not.   251 

 252 

Charlestin said she was very excited by all the downtown events described by Duguay earlier 253 
in the meeting.  She said she attended one of the block parties when she first moved here and 254 

had really enjoyed it. 255 
 256 
Fuentes-George said the Teen Advisory Group run by Ilsley Teen Librarian Katherine 257 

Laliberte, has joined forces with the Addison Central Teens to form a Pride Parade this coming 258 
Saturday, June 18th at noon and they are inviting everyone. 259 

 260 
Brown said he noticed in Library Director Dana Hart’s report that the request for congressional 261 
funding to Senator Saunders office would not be moving forward.  262 
 263 

Fred Dunnington said that the Selectboard has the power within the Town Charter to regulate 264 

gatherings on public and private property and several months ago he had drafted some 265 

documents for Chief Hanley regarding alcohol and cannabis, but the Board might look at what 266 
the Board’s authority is under the Public Assemblage Permit to address the concerns 267 
mentioned under Citizen Comments. 268 
 269 
 270 

 271 
 272 
 273 
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12. Executive Session – Real Estate & Contracts  274 
 275 

Hooper said someone mentioned to him that it would be nice to have the minutes reflect who 276 
had been in attendance in the Executive Sessions other than the Selectboard and Town 277 
Manager. 278 
 279 
Khan said in accordance with Vermont’s Open Meeting Law requirements, he move that the 280 

Board find that premature general knowledge of the consideration of consideration of real 281 
estate matters & contracts would clearly place the Selectboard at a substantial disadvantage, 282 
because the Select Board risks disclosing its litigation strategy if it discusses the real estate 283 
matters & contracts in public.  Seeley seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. 284 
MOTION PASSED. 285 

 286 
Khan further moved that the Board enter into Executive Session to discuss real estate matters 287 

& contracts, under the provisions of Title 1, Section 313(a)(1) of the Vermont Statutes.  Seeley 288 
seconded the motion.  The motion carried with 7 in favor. MOTION PASSED. 289 

 290 
The Board entered into Executive Session at 8:05 p.m. 291 

 292 
13.  Executive Session Action and Adjournment 293 

 294 

The Executive Session ended with no further action and the Board adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 295 
upon motion by Fuentes-George, seconded by Seeley. 296 

 297 

The next Selectboard meeting will be Tuesday, June 28, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Town Offices 298 

at 77 Main Street. 299 
 300 

Respectfully submitted, 301 
Beth Dow 302 
 303 

 304 
 305 

 306 


